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What’s on 

Thursday 22nd Jan: 8PM. Praying for 
our adult children. Zoom Meeting: https://
zoom.us/j/94697033879?

pwd=MfSdnayJHeQJagZzbIxc7ENv2aRTJV.1. 
Meeting ID: 946 9703 3879. Passcode: 767635
Sunday 25 January: 10:30 AM. Malcolm speaking. 
Jesus - living a life of love.
Saturday 31st Jan 8:30 am - Women’s breakfast
Sunday 01 February: 10:30 AM. Church service. 
Stefan speaking.
Friday 6th February, 7:30 pm – next Spiritual 
Practices group. See Penny or Maggie for details.
Sunday 08 February: Church service followed by our 
annual church meeting 
Sunday 15 February: Church service. The lesson will 
come from our Hong Kong brethren.
—-
Events further ahead 
Saturday, 14th March: UK children’s ministry 
training day: London and South
Friday 03rd to 06th April: European International 
Campus Ministry Conference, Paris, France
Friday 22nd to Sunday 24th May: UK & Ireland 
mature singles retreat – “Trust In The Lord” 
Friday 24th to 27th July: ICCM Preteen Camp
Saturday 25th to Friday 31st July: ICCM Teen Camp
Friday 11th - 13 September: UK & Ireland Young 
Professionals Retreat in Chesham.
Sept 30th - Oct 04th: Celtic Spirituality Retreat – 
Ireland.
Friday 30th October to Sunday 01st November: 
Autumn Student Retreat for the UK & Ireland.
Thursday 12-15th November: UK, Ireland and 
Nordics leadership retreat.

Is there hope in dark times like these? 

Thoughts inspired by a short lesson by Tony Coffey. 
(https://www.youtube.com/@tonycoffey6218) 

It's January. The days are short. The nights are 
long. Darkness has the upper hand. And I'm not 
just talking about the annual winter season.
The war in Ukraine drags on. The conflict in 
Israel and Gaza continues. Protestors are killed in 
Iran. When you add it all up, it's no wonder we 
feel overwhelmed.
Honesty 
In 2 Kings 19, King Hezekiah receives a letter 
threatening Jerusalem. 
"Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the 
messengers and read it; then Hezekiah went up to the 
house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD. 
And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said: “O 
LORD the God of Israel, who are enthroned above the 
cherubim, you are God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your 
ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and 
see; hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 
mock the living God. Truly, O LORD, the kings of 
Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands, and 
have hurled their gods into the fire, though they were no 
gods but the work of human hands—wood and stone—
and so they were destroyed. So now, O LORD our God, 
save us, I pray you, from his hand, so that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O LORD, 
are God alone.” 2 Kings 19.14-19
The enemy is stronger. The outcome is obvious. 
There’s no plan left to try. So Hezekiah takes the 
letter, goes to the temple, spreads it out before 
God, and prays. What strikes me is how honest it 
is. Hezekiah doesn’t pretend things aren’t serious. 
He doesn’t dress it up. He simply lays the 
problem out and admits that this is beyond him. 
That feels close to home. Many of the things that 
trouble us most don’t have quick answers. No 
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single speech ends a war. No policy fixes 
generations of hatred. No explanation makes 
sudden loss feel acceptable. Like Hezekiah, we 
often reach the point where all we can do is tell 
the truth about how bad it is.
Hope 
But we mustn't miss the thread of hope in 
Hezekiah's prayer. He is honest about the 
unsolvable problem, but the challenges are not 
his focus. God is. Hezekiah reminds himself of 
who God is, where he sits, and what he has made. 
He believes God will see, hear and can save. 
Hezekiah wants rescue, that's for sure, but he is 
also keenly aware of the opportunity for God to 
receive recognition and glory. We know that the 
light shines brightest in the darkness and will, 
ultimately, prevail.
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.” John 1.5
Such a hope is one of the reasons we take 1 
Timothy 2.1-4 seriously.
"First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Timothy 2.1-4
That can be hard. Some of the people making 
decisions today are easy to criticise, and often for 
good reason. But prayer refuses to let outrage be 
the final attitude of our hearts. It forces us to 
remember that leaders, however powerful, are 
still human beings, capable of fear, pride, 
misjudgment, and, sometimes, wisdom.
Praying for them doesn’t mean agreeing with 
them. It doesn’t cancel protest or concern. It 
means we ask God to work where our arguments 
and opinions cannot. It means we pray with hope. 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer”. Romans 12.12
Resurrection 
Something keeps us from collapsing into a black 
hole of despair: The resurrection. On Good 
Friday, it looked like evil had won. Violence had 

the last word. Injustice stood unchallenged. If 
you judged by what you could see, hope would 
have felt naive. And yet, it wasn’t the end.
The resurrection doesn’t deny the darkness. It 
doesn’t diminish the suffering. But it insists that 
death, cruelty, and lies are not as final as they 
appear. Even when they seem dominant, they are 
not ultimate.
So what do we do in dark times? We pray. We 
pray for people in power, even when we don’t 
trust them. And we hold on to the stubborn hope 
that evil does not win, no matter how convincing 
it looks in the moment.
That may not feel like much. But sometimes faith 
looks exactly like this: Laying the problem out 
before God and refusing to believe that the worst 
thing is the last thing. Hold on to hope.
Your brother, Malcolm
PS: You might like the Gaither Music song "It Is 
Finished" - https://youtu.be/ybU_ZK0rPeo?
si=onBYMJrgGbdsyh47 
PPS: Notice the outcome of Hezekiah's prayer in 

2 Kings 19.35-37)
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