
“The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1)

Psalm 27 stands between Psalms 26 and 28, forming a small cluster around the experience of danger,
faith, and delight in God’s presence. While each Psalm deals with threat and trust, Psalm 27 moves the
focus away from self-justification toward confidence in God Himself. The Psalm invites us to place
security not in circumstance or righteousness, but in the living Lord who is both light and stronghold

The psalm’s structure (New Bible Commentary) shows a rhythm of confidence and prayer:

David’s declares, “The Lord is my light and my salvation,”. He trusts God’s active protection. Scripture
contrasts light with darkness and salvation with lostness (cf. Isaiah 9:2; John 8:12; Ephesians 5:8–14).
God’s light represents His saving presence—His truth, guidance, and victory over chaos and fear.1

To call God a stronghold is to trust Him as a secure, elevated refuge where the enemy cannot
reach.2 This confidence is not arrogance but trust in divine strength. Even when enemies gather or
war threatens, David’s heart remains steady: “Though an army besiege me, my heart will not
fear.” True courage flows not from denial of danger but from awareness of God’s unshakable presence.

“We have all the strength we need—for Christ Himself is our refuge and light.”

At the centre of the Psalm stands David’s one desire: To dwell in the house of the Lord. His yearning is
active—ask, seek, dwell, gaze. The temple or house here refers not to Solomon’s building (which did
not yet exist), but to the tent where the ark rested, the visible sign of God’s nearness.3 To gaze on
the beauty of the Lord means to behold His character—His holiness, mercy, and faithfulness. The
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Introduction

A1 (vv.1–3) – Confidence in the Lord affirmed
B1 (vv.4–6) – First prayer for security in God
B2 (vv.7–12) – Second prayer for security in God
A2 (vv.13–14) – Confidence in God encouraged

1. Confidence in the Lord (vv.1–3)

2. Seeking God’s Presence (vv.4–6)



psalmist finds security not in walls or weapons, but in worship. Even in danger, he offers sacrifices of
joy; his lifted head symbolises life and victory.

Christ fulfils this longing: God has pitched His tent among us (John 1:14), and we now dwell in His
presence by the Spirit. Our stronghold is not a fortress of stone, but communion with the living God.

The confident tone now turns to pleading—not as doubt, but as relationship. David reminds God of His
own invitation: “Seek my face.” To seek God’s face is to live before His presence, expecting mercy and
guidance.4 Even if human relationships fail—“Though my father and mother forsake me”—God’s
faithfulness does not.

David prays for instruction: “Teach me your way, Lord; lead me in a straight path.” Scripture often
pictures life as a journey with two ways—the way of obedience and the way of destruction. God
reveals the right path, but we must choose to walk it.5 Prayer becomes an act of trust. David lays
before God his fear of false witnesses and violence, but rests in divine character—the helper, saviour,
and teacher who leads him safely through.

The Psalm closes where it began—with confidence. “I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness
of the Lord in the land of the living.” Faith affirms God’s goodness even before deliverance arrives.
Waiting becomes an act of worship. To wait for the Lord is not passive resignation but active trust.
The same Hebrew root used for “be strong” can mean to harden or strengthen the heart. Just as fear
can harden us against God, faith can strengthen us toward Him.6

“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage.” (Psalm 27:14)

In worship and leadership alike, David’s faith models the posture of those who serve a faithful God—
steady, seeking, and secure. As we begin this retreat, may Psalm 27 remind us that confidence is not
found in being in control, but being in communion.

3. Prayer for Help (vv.7–12)

4. Waiting in Hope (vv.13–14)
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