
Sunday 25 Jun 2023

What’s on


Sunday 02 July - Wellington Country park outdoor 
service with the Thames Valley churches of Christ.

Sunday 09 July - Service 10:30AM. Christian Xavier 
will be our visiting speaker.
Sunday 16 July - 10:30AM. Malcolm speaking.
Sunday 23 July - 10:30AM. Mike Desouza speaking
Sunday 30 July - 10:30AM. Malcolm speaking.

Farewell and safe journey


It is time for Tanya, Roman and Anya to return to 
Ukraine and be reunited with Alex. It has been a 
privilege to have them with us and see their 
strength of character during a time of immense 
strain. We will have a celebration after church on 
9th July. Kate and others are organising food, so 
please plan to stay after the service and help us 
send them off back to their home.

‘Awesome Anna’ part 5
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The Anna podcasts can be found here: https://
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/malcolm-cox/
id429885944

Introduction

Studying Anna for a sermon led me to some 
unexpected insights about her devotional life. It 
inspired me to put a multi-episode series 
together.

The Text


“There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of 
Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very 
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the 
child to all who were looking forward to the redemption 
of Jerusalem.” (Luke 2:36–38 NIV11)

What do we learn about Anna’s relationship with 
God?

Her personal times of worship led to a 
natural enthusiasm to tell others about the 
works of God.

Anna is in tune with God. There's something 
about her devotion to him which puts her in the 
right place at the right time to notice what God 
is doing. Luke tells us that, ‘at that very moment’ 
she approached the family of Jesus. It seems that 
she is able to discern the work of God and 
deliberately move in to that work. 

She ‘gave thanks to God’ presumably because she 
recognises that God has brought this about. The 
word in the Greek for gave thanks 
(ἀνθομολογέομαι -- anthomologeomai, only 
used here in the New Testament) means to 
confess openly what is due; give thanks, render 

praise. She does not simply rejoice inwardly, she 
expresses her thanks verbally and joyfully. 

And that is not all. We learn that she ‘spoke..to 
all’ about Jesus. In some sense she is an 
evangelist! She speaks boldly, clearly and 
enthusiastically. Perhaps she was stooped, 
toothless, possibly hard of hearing and partially-
sighted, but it does not diminish her spiritual 
perceptiveness, nor her enthusiasm to tell others 
about Jesus.

Applications

• What experiences have you had of noticing 

God at work? What was it about your devotion 
to God that made that possible? Could you do 
more of that?

• In what way does devotion to God make you 
more enthusiastic about talking about him to 
other people — whether people of faith or not? 

Conclusion

The New Testament does not teach us much 
about evangelism techniques, but the people of 
God are very vocal about their faith. What 
conclusion do you draw from that? There are 
doubtless many legitimate answers, but at least 
part of it is to do with having a real, vital, 
meaningful connection to God through our times 
of personal devotion.

God bless, Malcolm

AIM UK&I


If you are interested in the programme please 
email courses@aimukandireland.com. 
www.aimukandireland.com

Watford Media


YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCj9Qa8D9zumJZdoAtARDUww
Podcast: https://www.podbean.com/pu/pbblog-
aiinq-1aef90
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