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THE RELENTLESS 
LOVE OF JESUS

John Chapter 21



Sea of Galilee
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“Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 
Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that 
night they caught nothing. Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples 
did not realise that it was Jesus.  He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” 
they answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find 
some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of 
fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon 
Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had 
taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the 
net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, 
they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat 
and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was 
not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask 
him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to 
them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his 
disciples after he was raised from the dead.”



“When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?”  “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”  
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that 
I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”  The third time he said to him, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love 
me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 
Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; 
but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead 
you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter 
would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” Peter turned and saw that the disciple 
whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at 
the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) When Peter saw him, he asked, 
“Lord, what about him?” Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is 
that to you? You must follow me.” Because of this, the rumour spread among the believers that 
this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want 
him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?”  This is the disciple who testifies to 
these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. Jesus did many 
other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole 
world would not have room for the books that would be written.” (John 21:1–25 NIV11)



How are Jesus 
& Peter feeling?



“Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was 
speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then 
Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept 
bitterly.” (Luke 22:60–62 NIV11) 

“As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting 
on the right side, and they were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ”” (Mark 
16:5–7 NIV11) 

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and 
then to the Twelve.” (1 Corinthians 15:3–5 NIV11)



What does Jesus do?



T.R.L.O.J. 
1. Initiative



T.R.L.O.J. 
2. Reminds



“When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 
water, and let down the nets for a catch.”   
Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t 
caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”  
When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that 
their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so 
full that they began to sink.   
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go 
away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his 
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and 
so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.  
 Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you 
will fish for people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left 
everything and followed him.” (Luke 5:4–11 NIV11)



T.R.L.O.J. 
3. Restores



 ““Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift 
all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for 
you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.””  

(Luke 22:31–32 NIV11)



“I will always remind you of these things, even though 
you know them and are firmly established in the 
truth you now have. I think it is right to refresh your 
memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, 
because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our 
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will 
make every effort to see that after my departure you 
will always be able to remember these things.”  

(2 Peter 1:12–15 NIV11)



 “Therefore, dear friends, since you have been 
forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be 
carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from 
your secure position. But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”  

(2 Peter 3:17–18 NIV11)



“when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you 
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 
Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would 
glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”” (John 21:18–19 NIV11) 

"Let us take the noble examples of our own generation. Through 
jealousy and envy the greatest and most just pillars of the Church were 
persecuted, and came even unto death… Peter, through unjust envy, 
endured not one or two but many labours, and at last, having delivered 
his testimony, departed unto the place of glory due to him.” 1 Clement 
5:4 

"But if you are near Italy, you have Rome…What a happy church that 
is, on which the apostles poured out their whole doctrine with their 
blood; where Peter had a passion like that of the Lord…” Tertullian, 
Scorpiace xv.3



“And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to show the kind of death he 
was going to die.”  

(John 12:32–33 NIV11)



THE RELENTLESS LOVE OF JESUS


